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True Unity 
This past year’s theme for our school was Unity in the Body of Christ.  We 

explored some of the key characteristics of what that means for the Christian.  Unity 

can be defined as joining together as a whole.  This does not mean that we are the 

same.  In fact, our Lord has designed us all with our own strengths and weaknesses.  

One person may be great in organizing or brainstorming while others struggle with 

these tasks.  Another person may excel with schedules and problem solving in ways 

that leaves others bewildered.  Our response is two-fold: we are to come alongside 

others who are struggling and build them up, and we are to recognize our own 

weaknesses and ask for help.  God chose each of us and designed us to serve Him 

according to the abilities that He has given us.  In math, we use the word congruent to 

mean two figures whose sides and angles are exactly equal.  The word similar is used to 

convey the same shape while allowing for different sizes.  So it is in the body of Christ.  

We all serve different purposes, but all are equal in value as parts of the whole.  

 When I welcome visitors to Providence, I explain how the founders of our school 

wanted the home, the church, and the school to mirror one another very closely in what 

and how we are teaching our students.  This sort of unity brings us into tight 

communion with one another.  The closeness we develop is nothing more than the 

family that we are through our union with Christ.  How wonderful that this unity that 

makes us brothers and sisters in Christ can be modeled and impressed upon the 

students who in turn model it amongst each other.  

 The union that God calls us to is not always easy.  The strengths and 

weaknesses between members can clash as we seek to find balance, but community for 

those in Christ is often typified by the strong helping the weak.  Of course, since we all 

have our strengths and weaknesses, we all are both helpers as well as the ones who are 

helped.  In this way, we demonstrate the love of Christ to each other just as Christ 

demonstrated this for us when He washed the disciple’s feet. 
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 Another example we are given in Scripture regarding unity is that of the 

construction of a building.  Each block is skillfully crafted, by God of course, and 

placed in accordance with the structure.  We are not like uniform cinderblocks but 

rather like the unique stones in the dry stone walls of Scotland that have withstood the 

weather of time for hundreds of years.  Christ Himself as both the foundation and the 

chief cornerstone supports the weight of the whole structure.  As each stone is crafted 

into place, it supports other stones while also being supported itself.  It is not the 

sameness of the stones but rather the unity of Christ that gives the structure strength 

so that it will be able to withstand any storms.  When the winds gain strength and beat 

upon the building, when the rain and hail chip away at the stone, the building will stand 

because the foundation is sure and because the strength is carried through each stone. 

 If we were able to be completely obedient to our Lord, we would follow two rules: 

we would love the Lord our God with all our soul, mind, and strength, and we would love 

our neighbor as ourselves.  The keeping of these two laws is impossible for non-

Christians because of their sin, but we are a community of believers.  Therefore, we are 

being equipped in obedience.  We do not join the body together ourselves.  This 

happens according to the will of God, specifically through the daily work of the Holy 

Spirit.  Through the Spirit, we are united to Christ and to each other.  Through the 

Spirit, we are made strong and sanctified to be able to love God and others.  This 

doesn’t happen perfectly since we are still sinners, but it does happen truly.  So now, 

as we look ahead to the new school year, let us praise our Lord for His work in our 

community as He continues to build us up together.  

   
The Dry Stone Walls 

of Cape Wrath, 

Scotland 

http://talkingbeautiful

stuff.com 
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Supporting Weaknesses 

The idea of supporting one another is not just a spiritual lesson to think about in 

piety.  God intended for us to live actively as Christians in every sphere of our lives.  

The classroom is a place where weaknesses become evident in ways that can be at 

simplest embarrassing and at worst downright painful.  I daresay every one of us has 

had that sinking feeling of “I don’t know that.”  For adults, we’ve learned to find 

information, to grow our understanding, and to know when to seek help.  Children are 

still learning these necessary skills and need much instruction, support, and 

encouragement.  This is not just in the area of academic knowledge. 

A fair number of students have a difficult time being oriented to a classroom 

setting.  It does not come naturally to many to sit quietly in a chair and take in 

information.  Our bodies were made to move—and some need to move more than 

others.  Also, in this day of sensory overload, it is difficult to train the mind to stay 

focused on one particular line of thought for an extended period.  Thankfully, classical 

education with the frequent jingles, songs, and chants encourages this necessary brain 

break.  Our teachers are trained to balance the in-take of information with student 

response in order to ensure learning is taking place. 

A further way that we strengthen the weaknesses and differences in learning is 

to accommodate needs with appropriate helps and aids.  One example is if it is difficult 

to sit still in a desk, the student’s desk can be fitted with a band to bounce and rest the 

feet.  This has the dual effect of allowing for quiet, non-distracting movement while also 

keeping the student facing forward.  Another idea is a weighted vest or lap cover.  The 

weight brings a sense of security and again keeps the child grounded.  A stress relief 

ball can be kept in the pocket to squeeze discreetly.  For some students, it is possible 

to stand at the back of the room for a time and keep learning while standing. 
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The teachers actively look for ways to help students achieve the learning goals 

using these and other ideas.  If any parent desires to pursue any of these or other ideas 

for your children in order to increase their focus and keep them on task for learning, 

please come and talk to me.   

Some students are worried that they may look different than others.  It has 

greatly helped to have this theme of the year backing up our classroom differences and 

reminding us that we need to uphold one another in love.  We were very privileged to 

host a live student seminar over Zoom entitled “We All Have Value and Purpose” 

which I wrote about earlier this year. 

Also, I taught a devotional one morning on the difference between fairness and 

equality.  In the parable of the landowner, he gave to each of his servants the amount of 

responsibility he knew they could handle well.  Then, at the end, it was apparent that he 

was right and knew them well.  Then, I gave an illustration of three students: one tall, one 

medium, and one short.  They were at the zoo and wanted to see over a wall into an 

enclosure where the animals were.  If I gave them each one crate to stand on, that would 

be fair, but the shortest one still couldn’t see.  Instead, if we gave two crates to the 

shortest, one to the medium, and none to the tall, then they’d all be tall enough to see 

over the wall.  In this same way, at school, each one is given what they need in order to 

succeed in the classroom—even if it is not equal.  It is fair to ensure that each is provided 

the necessary tools for learning. 

While Providence is using ancient learning methods, we also sprinkle in these 

modern aids to increase focus.  We believe that all of our students can learn with the 

methods taught here.  It does take time and patience to find what tools are best and to 

apply them.  The learning process is vitally important, so we go to great lengths to 

ensure that learning can take place.  
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Thank You! 
 We are so grateful for all of you who make this school such a great place 

to be.  Here’s a shout-out to our committees from this past year. 

 

 Board of Directors:  John Boersma, Luke Darling, Mr. Pete Smith, 

Steve Vander Woude, and Mr. Brian Yonkman 

 Building & Grounds Committee:  John Boersma, Jeff Helmus, Jeff 

Huizenga, Bill Regnerus, Dave Sitter, and Steve Vander Woude 

 Education Committee:  Beth Sitter, Steve Vander Woude, Mr. Ed 

VanderWoude, and Mr. Brian Yonkman 

 Finance Committee:  Luke Darling and Mr. Pete Smith 

 Progress & Promotion Committee:   Kim Darling, Luke Darling, Jess 

Hoekstra, Shari Spoolstra, Steve Vander Woude 

 Room Moms:  Teresa Bakker, Annette Boersma, Laura Bruinsma, 

Olivette Ortiz, Shari Spoolstra, and Mrs. Diane Smith 
 

 

Romans 12:4-13 
 For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, 

so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.   Having gifts 

that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if 

service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the 

one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with 

cheerfulness. 

Let love be genuine.  Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good.  Love one another with 

brotherly affection.  Outdo one another in showing honor.  Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in 

spirit, serve the Lord.  Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.  Contribute to 

the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality.   
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Farewell 
Three years ago, the Lord sent Lorissa Haveman to our school.  We had just 

moved into First United Methodist, and she was our new 1st & 2nd grade teacher.  

Little did we know how she would steal our hearts and grow our young people in ways 

beyond measure.  Over these years, we’ve watched Lorissa grow from a first year 

teacher to someone who has taken leadership at our school in many ways from 

aesthetics to service projects.  We are very thankful that the Lord led her to marry 

Jonathan Key.  She will be missed here, but we are very grateful for these three years 

with Lorissa Key. 

Loving the Lord and His people with all her heart, soul, and mind 

Ordering her classroom so that learning takes precedence 

Relating knowledge to every area of life 

Incorporating joy and creativity in all she does 

Shepherding her students’ hearts with all wisdom 

Serving the Lord and His people with a Christ-like, sacrificial spirit 

Artistically concerned with beauty in the school and in relationships 

 
Philippians 1:3-6 

I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every 

prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, because of 

your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now.  And I 

am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to 

completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 
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Items of Note 
 MUSIC:  We are very pleased to announce that the music teacher 

positions have been filled for this year.  Mrs. Marj Colvin is rejoining us for 

5th – 8th grade choir.  Also, Miss Leann Lange is returning for this coming 

year to teach the K – 2nd grade and 3rd – 4th grade classes.  We are so 

appreciative to these two ladies instructing our students for this year.  We 

do want to encourage our community to keep your eyes and ears open for 

someone to fill the full music position for next year and beyond. 

 On Tuesday, August 13, we plan to have our “Welcome back to school!” 

ICE  CREAM  SOCIAL.  All families are invited to join in the 

fellowship at the school.  We will drop off school supplies and of course 

fellowship with familiar and new friends while enjoying our ice cream.   

 Get excited!  Thursday, August 15 is the FIRST  DAY of school! 

 Save the date!  The Education Committee is planning to host a LOGIC  

SCHOOL  NIGHT on Tuesday, August 20, 2019 at 7:00pm.  

While the parents of the 6th – 8th graders are requested to come, the 

invitation is of course open to our full school family.  It’s important for all of 

you to see what is ahead for our students at Providence. 

 

Hebrews 10:24 – 25 

And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works,  

not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging 

one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. 


