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exists to assist parents in the covenantal education
of their children. We instruct students from a
Biblical perspective, within a confessionally
Reformed and classical framework, teaching them to
exalt Christ by pursuing truth, beauty, and goodness.
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Cuitivating Our [ thos

Two years ago, the Poard and | read together Wisdom and
E/bgucncc 135 Littlf.jo!-m and [ vans. While this book’s goal is to
give a «(_hristian Paracligm for classical leaming” we see that many
of the thoughts Proposec] are attained Bg Eeing PurPose{:ul in the
choices we make in education.

As | read chapter 4 on “J he Communitg of [aith and
Leaming,” | was filled with gratitude for how our school alreaclg
values so many excellent qualitics and works to incorporate them
into the clag—-to—-clag lives of students. |n response to that cha}:)tcr, l
wrote an informal assessment of our school based on the Principles
set forth by the authors and submitted it to the PBoard for

reflection. Belowis an ac!a;:)ted version of what | wrote.

E_thos: Wl'mat does our school value?

° Relationships: We Place a higl'l emphasis on rcminding the
students that we are each made in (God's image. We respect
one anotherinword, deed, and attitude. Students are taught
the difference between tattling with the purpose of getting
someone in trouble or of correcting or Preventing an actual

wrong, Discipline (training) is just' for all and individualized
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when needed. TI‘IC teachers and Parcnts Partncrtogcthcrfor
the good of the children. \We follow the E)iblical pattern of
confession, repentance, Forgivcncss, restoration, and
reconciliation. QOur school handbook has an articulate
communication Policg Pattcmcd after Matthew 18.

e | raditions: Some of ourtraditions include all-school mormning
devotions involving Scril:)ture, prayer, singing of Fsalms and
hgmns, a verse of the wcek, and a once-a-week Pledgc to the
Amcrican ﬁag. Our chapels are once a month with our local
ministers. Our all-school events of E_vening of Thanksgiving,
Recitation Night, and (Graduation allinclude the recitation of
Scrip’curc and the singing of an all-school hgmn or Psalm.
" ach year, the students Participatc in a service Projcct.

o ((o-curmicular activities: Ncarlg every year, we take field tn'Ps
to hear an orcl'ncstra, to see a Plag, to a locale that relates to
the current history, to one that includes the current science
and oc:casiona"g to alocale that relates to literature. We also
do a service Prc?jcct that tgpicaug involves going somewhere to
serve. \We have gone to Vi"agc Woods to bless the folks
there, to promote interaction between ages, and to remember
our small beginnings. We also have various extra-curricular
events like Gcographg Bee, SPc"ing Bee, Math T rathlon,
and Yourxg Authors.
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e Student DcPortmcnt: We faithfu"g teach, memorize, read,
and live the 5cripturcs. Students are constantlg directed to
examine their choices in the |ig|1t of what the Bible teaches.
T he fruits of the SPirit are celebrated and modeled. We
have a dress code to bring a dcgrccof consistcncg to what the
students wearand to Point toward scholariness. Manncrs are
taug]‘ut and modeled during all-school lunch. Rcspcct forallis
demonstrated and exPectcd.

° Fro{:essional Comportmcnt: The Facultg as well model this
respect in dress and in behavior. \We are cautious in how we
sPcak to and about students. Wc treat all asPccts of ourjob
with Prof:cssiona]ism and a desire to kccp leaming and
growing,

° C]assroom Managcmcnt: Wc aim to have our classrooms be
Purposc{:ul and constructive. | here should be jog and
busgncss. The expectations should be clcarlg set and
uPhclcl. T he students know that there is a time for cverything
and cvcrything must be done in the proper time.

° Flwgsical lmagcry: QOur current image of the generous builcling
Gocl gave us and the hard work our Parcnts have done to
Bring it to lfe communicates Pro{:cssionalism, stabilitg, and
deanliness. As we grow to cmboclg truth, bcautg, and

gooclncss, our school has formed an Aesthetics (Committee

\
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to intcrprct how best to demonstrate these qu:aiities in our
building,

° ﬂanning: Since rcading this book, the Poard has instituted
an annual strategic Planning session. |n 2019, we used this
time to write the school's mission statement and also outlined
some long~tcrm goals. Jn 2020, we moved forward with the
various categories of goals, the most notable bcing the

formation of a steering committee to forma Fnigh school.

[t is our hope and prayer that Providence will continue along
the Pa’ch thatwe've Ecgun. We long to grow year 133 yearin shaPing
the covenantal education of our children 133 valuing what will last

throug!‘r the many cl‘langing decades.

“Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved,
compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness,

and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has
a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as
the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.

And above all these put on love, which binds everything

together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ

rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in
one body. And be thankful.”

~ Colossians 3:12 - 15
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5ights and Sounds at [rovidence

X ChaEcl: On the ZOH’, we were very gmtéul to have Rcv. Svcndscn from
First T with us for c]'\aPcl. He continued on with our Co‘ossians %
passage. He encouragcd us to show Paticncc with others and not write
them off even when thcg wrong you. Gocl calls us to “Put on” these virtues
since we were not borm with them alrcac}g. The image of a compassionatc
heart with kindness, hUmﬂitg, meekness, and Paticncc isa Picturc of Jesus.
We are stampcc] in [is image and must be who []e made us to be. Above
all t}vcsc, we put on love which is not scl{:-sccking‘

We are trulg thankful for our ministers coming to share the \Word with us.

% Science [air: OnMarch 11 & 12, the g gt gradcrs Prcscntcc] their

Science Fair Prc?jccts to the school. It was exciting to hear the various
categories of Eiologg that were examined. \We heard about teeth stains,
mold & cheese, Plants growing under colored ligh’cs, the effectiveness of
hand sanitizer, and many other toPics. lec clisplays were cgca-catc['xing and
informative. A }Dig thank you to the !‘\ard~worl<ing g gt gradcrs.

X Fielcl Trig; Sacﬂg, there was excessive rain on the Plannccl dag of the field
trip, but thcg were able to reschedule for the next ciag‘ The Kindcrgartcn
were not oﬁ:icia“g at school, but several of them were able to attend with the

{5 _4th graders on Fridag. Thcy went over to Dccp River Countg Parks
for their Maplc Sgrup T ime interactive c]ag. T he students had a

wonderful time, and the aftemoon was bcaut'rf:ul weather.

VI
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% Standardized T ests: Qurweek of Jowa Basic T ests for the e
gra&cs went very well. We had good attcndance, and all went as Plan ned.

T here was one surpﬁsingintemiption when the Kindcrgartcncrs and 1
gradcrs were trumpeting (as quictly as t]‘tcg could) for the walls of Jericho to
fall. lt all worked outjust fine and gaveusa goocl laugh Notc for future:
Try not to conquer Jericho dun'ng testing week! =-)

% Recitation Night: We ]'zoPc you had a great time at our annual Recitation
Nig]wt Tl')c students and teachers worked hard to Prcscnt a snaps[wot of
what we do here. We are gratc{:ul to Fcacc FKC for f'losting us as it was an

ideal location. |n case someone in 3our{:ami13 missed it, here is the link for

the video. (God has giﬁ:cd our children with such wonderful brains, and it’s a
c}clig}'rt to hear them use their gi{‘ts to give Him honorand Praisc‘

% Service Frc?jcct: Onthe moming after Recitation Night, the students are
quitc worn out from theirweek of testing followed bg alate nig]'\t out. \We
usua“y do somct['sing low-—kcy and crjoyab]e. This year, we combined this
with our service Prcﬁect. Sarah Poer collected addresses of some shut-ins
who ourfamilies know, and | ouise Wn'ght collected addresses of missionary
kids. T he students Practiced their letter writing skills to send Fricndlg notes.
Weve alreadg received some thank you cards from some folks who were
much cncouraged. Wc are so thankful for our students having servants’

hcarts to sprcad lovc to otf'lers.

“Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins.
Show hospitality to one another without grumbling. As each has received a gift, use it to
serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace: whoever speaks, as one
who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God
supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him
belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.” | Peter 4:8-11

VI


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YZd2mLKpN3Q
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Announcements

% Field Tn'E: This year has been quftc unusual with so few field tn'Ps. Since
the trip to the (Gabis Arboretum in the fall was such a hit, we've decided to go
back on Tucsdag, Mag 25! Wc Plan to take an ]“iana bus again, butif any
parent or grandparcnt would like tojoin us you are most welcome. T his will
allow the students to cxPcricncc the Plants and nature in a different season
and close out our year of biologg.

% (Graduation: T his year, (Graduation will be held at Cottagc Grove CRC
in South Hoﬂand, ]L We are very Plcascd to have Rev. chhart deliver an
address to the gmduatcs. Thc K — 8t‘" gradc will all 5ing a hymn and quotc

their theme verses of the year, and the 5t‘" - 8" gradc choir will sing. We look
forward to thisjogoUS time to celebrate with our gracluatcs. More details
about this event will follow closer to the date.

> anrantine: We praise the | ord that no one in our school Family has
needed to quarantinc for CO\/]D in the past month and a half. Thank you
allfor taking care to stay home when you are sick.




